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the Commission’s Public Notice, enti-
tled ‘‘Applicability of Sponsorship
Indentification Rules,’’ dated May 6,
1963 (40 F.C.C. 141), as modified by Pub-
lic Notice, dated April 21, 1975 (FCC 75–
418). Further interpretations are print-
ed in full in various volumes of the
Federal Communications Commission
Reports. The interpretations made for
the broadcasting services are equally
applicable to origination cablecasting.

[39 FR 18401, Apr. 28, 1974, as amended at 42
FR 19348, Apr. 13, 1977; 42 FR 23510, May 9,
1977; 57 FR 212, Jan. 3, 1992; 57 FR 8279, Mar.
9, 1992]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 65 FR 53615,
Sept. 5, 2000, § 76.221, was removed, effective
Oct. 5, 2000.

§ 76.225 Commercial limits in chil-
dren’s programs.

(a) No cable operator shall air more
than 10.5 minutes of commercial mat-
ter per hour during children’s program-
ming on weekends, or more than 12
minutes of commercial matter per
hour on weekdays.

(b) This rule shall not apply to pro-
grams aired on a broadcast television
channel which the cable operator pas-
sively carries, or to access channels
over which the cable operator may not
exercise editorial control, pursuant to
47 U.S.C. 531(e) and 532(c)(2).

(c) Cable operators must maintain
records sufficient to verify compliance
with this rule and make such records
available to the public. Such records
must be retained for a period sufficient
to cover the limitations period speci-
fied in 47 U.S.C. 503(b)(6)(B).

NOTE 1 TO § 76.225: Commercial matter means
air time sold for purposes of selling a prod-
uct or service.

NOTE 2 TO § 76.225: For purposes of this sec-
tion, children’s programming refers to pro-
grams originally produced and broadcast pri-
marily for an audience of children 12 years
old and younger.

NOTE 3 TO § 76.225: Section 76.1703 contains
recordkeeping requirements for cable opera-
tors with regard to children’s programming.

[56 FR 19616, Apr. 29, 1991, as amended at 65
FR 53615, Sept. 5, 2000]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 65 FR 53615,
Sept. 5, 2000, § 76.225, was amended by remov-
ing paragraph (c) and adding note 3, effective
Oct. 5, 2000.

§ 76.227 Blocking of indecent sexually-
oriented programming channels.

(a) In providing sexually explicit
adult programming or other program-
ming that is indecent on any channel
of its service primarily dedicated to
sexually-oriented programming, a mul-
tichannel video programming dis-
tributor shall fully scramble or other-
wise fully block the video and audio
portion of such channel so that one not
a subscriber to such channel or pro-
gramming does not receive it.

(b) Until a multichannel video pro-
gramming distributor complies with
the requirement set forth in paragraph
(a) of this section, the multichannel
video programming distributor shall
not provide the programming referred
to in paragraph (a) of this section be-
tween the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 p.m.

(c) Scramble means to rearrange the
content of the signal of the program-
ming so that the programming cannot
be viewed or heard in an understand-
able manner.

(d) Sexually explicit adult program-
ming or other programming that is in-
decent means any programming that
describes or depicts sexual or excretory
activities or organs in a patently offen-
sive manner as measured by contem-
porary community standards for the
cable or other multichannel video pro-
gramming distribution medium.

[61 FR 9650, Mar. 11, 1996]

Subpart H—General Operating
Requirements

§ 76.300 Scope of application.

(a) The provisions of §§ 76.302, 76.306,
and 76.307 are applicable to all cable
television systems.

(b) The provisions of §§ 76.301 and
76.305 are not applicable to any cable
television system serving fewer than
1,000 subscribers.

(Secs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 301, 303, 307, 308, 309, 315, 317,
48 Stat., as amended, 1064, 1065, 1066, 1068,
1081, 1082, 1083, 1084, 1085, 1088, 1089; (47 U.S.C.
152, 153, 154, 155, 301, 303, 307, 308, 309, 315, 317))

[42 FR 19349, Apr. 13, 1977, as amended at 43
FR 20235, May 11, 1978; 58 FR 17364, Apr. 2,
1993]
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